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UM STUDENTS TO STUDY IN SPAIN
by Lars Hanson
UM Information Services
For most University of Montana students, springtime in the Rockies will mean 
returning the skis to the closet, patching last summer's holes in their rafts, 
restringing tennis racquets and returning to classes amid the familiar clamor for 
more funding.
But for a select group of Spanish-languaqe students, spring of 1980 will mean 
a week of study in the "open classroom" of Madrid, Spain, and eight weeks of study 
in Salamanca, home of one of Europe's oldest universities.
The students who will spend spring quarter in Spain are Kelly Brewster, junior 
from Libby, Debra Cl ore, sophomore from Cut Bank, Janet Speelmon, sophomore from 
Mill Iron; Treacie Stephens, senior from Great Falls; April Ginther, senior from 
Garland, Tex. ; Lynn Mad ill, sophomore from Lansing, Mich.; and Martha Newby, 
sophomore from Hinsdale, 111.
Participants in the University's 1980 Study-in-Spain program have been selected 
from among applicants from any major who have completed at least four quarters of 
college-level Spanish (or its equivalent) and are at least 18 years old. The program, 
led this year by associate professor Tony Beltramo, offers these students the unique 
opportunity to enrich their fluency in the lannuage and their appreciation of Spanish 
art, history and culture through direct experience.
While most of their counterparts will be dealing with registration and settlina 
in to new class schedules, these students will be winging their way across the Atlantic 
to the Spanish capital. There they will spend a week visiting Madrid's many outstanding 
museums, the Royal Palace, the Escorial and the Valley of the Fallen, as well as the 
nearby "Imperial City" of Toledo.
(over)
All will be required to record their observations in Spanish in a journal and 
to write short essays on historical, artistic or architectural themes related to 
their excursions. Along with adjusting to the more relaxed pace of life still 
retained by the Spaniards, they'll discover a refreshing contrast to Missoula's 
night life in the Spanish theater and zarzuela (light opera) and in the unforgettable
atmosphere of the mesones and cuevas (cave taverns) of Madrid's Central Plaza, favorite
haunts of Madrid students.
The next eight weeks will be spend in Salamanca, a city of about 125,000 inhabitants
located about 120 miles northwest of Madrid. The students will lodge there in private
homes and attend Spanish language and culture classes taught by native instructors at 
the Colegio de Espana, a private institution serving students from all over Europe.
The city's beautiful Plaza Mayor, imposing Renaissance churches and University, 
built in the 13th century, as well as its attractive location on the banks of the 
Tormes River, provide an ideal setting for students to gain competence in the Spanish 
language and participate in Spanish daily life. While in Salamanca, the students will 
also make excursions to nearby Avila, Segovia, Leon, Ciudad Rodrigo and Zanos, sites 
of historical and cultural interest.
During the last week of the program, the group will head south to tour Seville, 
Granada and Cordoba, in order to experience Spain's rich Moslem and Roman heritage.
The quarter, however, would not be complete without final examinations. In 
addition to the required "pruebas" administered at the completion of studies in 
Salamanca, an important element in determining grades will be the program director's 
assessment of each student's progress in the language, his increased understanding 
of Spanish culture and the extent to which he has, indeed, participated in the host 
culture.
For some of the group, the experience abroad will end here, as many return to 
summer jobs stateside. But most students in the past have combined their quarter 
of study with the realization of a dream to tour Europe during the summer.
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Spain provides an ideal starting point, not only in terms of location, but 
also because the country still boasts some of the lowest prices in Europe. The 
knowledge gained while in a relatively "protected" environment in carrying on the 
innumerable transactions involved in foreign travel (such as currency exchange at 
optimum rates, interpreting transportation schedules, and bargaining) in a language 
not totally unfamiliar, will prove invaluable in future travels.
Many students plan their itineraries months in advance, while others satisfy 
their wanderlust doing just that -- wandering across Europe unhindered by plans or 
timetables. Several veterans of past programs have complemented their Spanish 
language study with additional study or research in other programs.
Last year, for example, Brenda Challinor, a classics and anthropology major 
from Stanford, traveled from Spain to Israel, where she spent the summer participating 
in archaelogical digs at the Tel Dan site in northern Israel under the direction of a 
team from a university in Jerusalem.
Melia Hayes, Greenough, a major in linguistics and Spanish, participated in a 
six-week study program at the International Linguistics Institute in Salzburg, Austria.
Two other women who went to Spain with the 1979 program are still in Europe. Jane 
Gregg, a Spanish major from Sioux Falls, S.D. , toured the continent during the summer, 
then returned to Madrid, where she is continuing her study of Spanish. Natalie Phillips, 
a student in general studies and a bicycle enthusiast from Winchester, Ind., spent the 
summer cycling throughout Europe and the fall studying sailing in Ireland, and at last 
report was seen skiing somewhere in southern France.
Obviously, the Study-in-Spain program has much more to offer than simply an 
exciting alternative to spring in Missoula. While the cost is significant, requiring 
some advance planning in most cases, careful budgeting by the program's directors 
permits an outstanding variety of experiences at a surprisingly economical rate.
Past participants in the program, including the professors who have led the groups, 
are unanimous in their evaluation of the program. All agree that, notwithstanding the 
inevitable "crises" that arise, the rewards gained were far more extensive than expected 
and far surpassed the dollar cost of the trip.
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